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vastness at the cost of depth. Gandhiji believed that internal
corruption in the Congress had been an important cause of the
failure of satyagraha. "Stubborn and implacable resistance
against internal corruption," he wrote as early as 1922, "is
enough resistance against the Government. "29 For about three
years before the anti-war satyagraha of 1940-41 corruption in
the Congress organization had been the burden of many of
Gandhiji's speeches and articles. When the Congress accepted
office in the provinces in 1937, many of the risks associated
with its membership disappeared. Consequently many undesi-
rables entered the Congress to exploit the influence and power
that had accrued to it. There began an unholy scramble for its
elective posts. Membership registers were disfigured by false
entries. Even violence was resorted to at the time of party elec-
tions. In the excitement of legislative activity the constructive
programme was neglected, and discipline became lax. The
Congress had occasionally to take stern action against corrup-
tion and indiscipline. Withdrawal of the Congress from the work
of administration and the launching of direct action in 1940
resulted in a large measure of clean-up, and by the beginning
of 1942 it regained its strength. Since 1946 there have again
been complaints of widespread corruption and indiscipline in
the Congress.
Before India became free the Congress worked in a twofold
capacity. It had some peace functions which related to its
internal growth and administration. For these it was as good a
democratic organization as any in the world. But for twenty-
five years the Congress had been engaged in a life-and-death
struggle with the mighty British Empire. Thus the Congress
was also a fighting organization, a non-violent army. War, even
war without violence, seriously impairs democracy. For in
times of war the ordinary democratic processes of persuasion,,
discussion and counting of votes have to be subordinated to the
demands of quick action, discipline and unity of command.
The Congress continued to work as an army even during
the suspension of civil disobedience. For the suspension of civil
disobedience did not mean suspension of war. As a fighting
machine the Congress had to centralize control and guide every
29 T. L, I, p. 264.